Bearded Tits showed a pronounced seasonal change. The CP enlarged rapidly at the beginning of the breeding season and reached maximum size in April (Fig. 1) . The CP then decreased in size steadily until the end of the reproductive period (July) and was almost completely reduced by August (Fig. 1) . Outside of the breeding period, the average volume index of the CP was 7.3 _+ SE of 1.3 mm 3 g-• (n = 11); at the peak of their mates' fertile period, it was 59.14 ---13.37 mm 3 g • (n = 16). This latter value is much larger than that of the Alpine Accentor 
DISCUSSION
The cloacal protuberance of male Bearded Tits does not represent the coiled seminal glomera as in other passerines, but is a copu- 
